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He got the state to increase its reimburse-

ment to the county for public building 
projects. He expanded his office’s influence 
over crucial development decisions, through 
state legislation granting the executive the 
right to appoint two of the five members of 
the independent county planning board. The 
county council previously had appointed all 
of the board’s members. 

The measure Gilchrist sponsored and the 
legislature passed also gave the county exec-
utive veto power over mast plans, the basic 
planning tool used to map growth. 

During his tenure, the annual budget for 
family resources more than doubled, to 
about $14 million. Programs were established 
for child care, and the number of shelter beds 
for the homeless increased dramatically. 

Gilchrist’s family resources director, 
Charles L. Short, said in an interview that 
the county executive’s first order to him was 
to ‘‘keep people from freezing and starving 
. . . and he never wavered. 

‘‘When we were sued or took heat over a 
shelter, he never called me in and said, ‘Well, 
can we find another site?’ ’’ 

Short said Gilchrist’s administration was 
distinguished by his strong feeling that all 
people should have an opportunity to share 
in the affluence of Montgomery, one of the 
country’s wealthiest counties. 

When he left office at age 50, Gilchrist had 
endowed the county executive job with un-
precedented political powers. He left a multi-
million-dollar legacy of social services and 
public works projects. 

The man he had defeated for the job in 
1978, Republican Richmond M. Keeney, said 
Gilchrist had operated as a lightning rod for 
the county. 

Gilchrist said in an interview with Wash-
ington Post staff writer R.H. Melton that he 
had accomplished nearly all that he had 
hoped for. 

Melton wrote, ‘‘In many ways, Gilchrist’s 
eight-year odyssey from his time as an inse-
cure, even fumbling first-term executive to 
his recent ascension as Montgomery’s lead-
ing Democratic power broker is as much a 
story of the county’s profound changes as it 
is about the maturing of the man.’’ 

Considered a shoo-in for re-election in 1986, 
Gilchrist was expected to dominate county 
politics for decades. He was being touted for 
Congress or state office when he suddenly 
announced in 1984 that he planned to aban-
don politics. 

He said that when his second term was up 
in 1986, he would study for the priesthood. 

His years at the helm of the county had 
taken their toll, he said. Relationships with 
the seven members of the County Council 
were frequently adversarial, so much so that 
both branches of government hired lobbyists 
to advocate before the state legislature. 

‘‘One of the clues to Charlie’s personality 
is that he takes any criticism of the govern-
ment personally,’’ council member and Gil-
christ antagonist Esther P. Gelman said at 
the time. 

More distressing than his relationship with 
the council, however, was the illness of his 
son Donald, who spent two years battling a 
brain tumor. After he recovered, Gilchrist 
said the illness had helped him turn in a 
more spiritual direction. 

He wasn’t rejecting the political scene, he 
added,but substituting one form of public 
service for another. 

Charles Waters Gilchrist, the grandson of a 
Baptists minister, was tall and craggy, and 
his biographers delighted in describing him 
as looking like a churchman out of Dickens. 

He was raised in Washington, where he at-
tended St. Albans School for Boys and be-

came involved in religious activities. After 
graduating magna cum laude from William 
College and receiving a law degree from Har-
vard University, he returned to the Wash-
ington-Baltimore area to practice tax law. 
He soon became involved in Democratic poli-
tics. 

In the mid-1970s, he resigned as partner of 
a medium-sized law firm in Washington to 
run successfully for the state Senate. 

After Gilchrist left politics, his wife, Phoe-
be, took a full-time job as a corporate librar-
ian to help put him through Virginia Theo-
logical Seminary in Alexandria. 

His first church assignment was at St. 
Margaret’s Episcopal Church in Washington, 
where he worked with homeless people in the 
Hispanic community and helped immigrants 
deal with the government. He also helped 
raise money for St. Luke’s House Inc., a 
mental health facility in Montgomery Coun-
ty that he had assisted as county executive. 

His story, of a shift in career to a rel-
atively low-paying profession, fascinated the 
media, and he was often interviewed about 
the change in his life. 

In 1990, he told an interviewer: ‘‘People 
who have known me will see the collar and 
that says something to them, that I am a 
servant of God. They may not understand 
why I did it, but the fact is, I did. 

‘‘It’s a very full life, I am happy and I have 
no regrets. I am very much doing what I 
should be doing, and what I want to be 
doing.’’ 

He and his wife sold their large Victorian 
home of 25 years in Rockville and moved to 
a grimy neighborhood on the West Side of 
Chicago, where he took over as manager of 
the Cathedral Shelter for recovering drug ad-
dicts and alcoholics. 

The religious committee that picked Gil-
christ regarded him as having the potential 
to be a bishop or head of a large parish, one 
member told a Chicago newspaper at the 
time. But Gilchrist said he was more inter-
ested in curing inner city ills. 

He returned to the Washington-Baltimore 
region in the mid-1990s to work on housing 
problems in the Sandtown neighborhood of 
central Baltimore, where he resettled. He 
had lived in that city early in his law career 
while working for the firm of Venable, 
Baetjer and Howard. 

He was director of operations for New Song 
ministry, which runs a Habitat for Humanity 
housing rehabilitation program and a 
church, school, health center and children’s 
choir. 

In 1997, Gilchrist was named to oversee a 
court settlement designed to move more 
than 2,000 black Baltimore public housing 
residents to mostly white, middle-class 
neighborhoods. U.S. District Judge Marvin J. 
Garbis appointed him a special master in the 
suit brought by the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Maryland against Baltimore and 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

In addition to his wife, of Baltimore, Gil-
christ is survived by three children, Donald 
Gilchrist of Rockville, James Gilchrist of 
Pinos Altos, N.M.; a sister, Janet Dickey of 
Reston; and two grandchildren. 
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Thursday, July 1, 1999 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to my dear friend, Joe Sandoval, who 

is leaving the city of San Fernando after 11 
years to start a new business venture with his 
family in New Mexico. While I wish the very 
best for Joe, his wife, Anni, and their young 
son, Steven, his departure is a huge loss for 
the Northeast San Fernando Valley. As Presi-
dent of the San Fernando Chamber of Com-
merce, a successful businessman and out-
standing leader, Joe has left an indelible mark 
on the community. He will be sorely missed. 

In 1988, Joe arrived in San Fernando and 
went to work as Branch Manager for the Han-
ford Group. Since then, he has held many im-
portant positions, including Director of Mar-
keting at Mission Community Hospital in Pano-
rama City, Community Relations Liaison for 
Medi-Ride, and President and Chief Executive 
Officer for the San Fernando Chamber of 
Commerce. 

In his 15-month tenure as Chamber Presi-
dent, Joe compiled a very impressive list of 
accomplishments. He has helped make the 
San Fernando Chamber of Commerce one of 
the most important business organizations in 
the Northeast San Fernando Valley. His con-
siderable charm and business acumen en-
abled Joe to increase the membership of the 
Chamber and give it a visibility well beyond 
the city limits. 

Joe has given unstintingly of his time and 
resources to the City of San Fernando, not 
only as Chamber President, but also as Chair-
person of the Miss San Fernando Pageant, 
First Vice President of the Kiwanis Club of 
San Fernando, Vice President of the Holy 
Cross Medical Center Century Club and a 
member of the board of Directors of the San 
Fernando Police Advisory Council. 

His distinguished service has been recog-
nized by the presentation of many awards 
from the City of San Fernando, United Cham-
bers of Commerce and the Sunland-Tujunga 
Chamber of Commerce. Joe was named the 
J. Leo Flynn citizen of the Year in San Fer-
nando for 1991, and Business Person of the 
Year by the San Fernando High School Busi-
ness Academy. 

I ask my colleagues to help me bid a very 
fond farewell to Joe Sandoval, whose person-
ality, intellect and integrity have made him 
much beloved by his many friends in Cali-
fornia. I wish Joe and his family the best in 
their new home. 
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CHILD CUSTODY PROTECTION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 1999 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, in the name of a 
truly laudable cause (preventing abortions and 
protecting parental rights), today the Congress 
could potentially move our nation one step 
closer to a national police state by further ex-
panding the list of federal crimes and usurping 
power from the states to adequately address 
the issue of parental rights and family law. Of 
course, it is much easier to ride the current 
wave of criminally federalizing all human mal-
feasance in the name of saving the world from 
some evil than to uphold a Constitutional oath 
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